
 
TYPES OF SYLLABLES 

  
R controlled A syllable that has an R right after the  
 vowel.  The vowel sound is neither long 
 nor short. 

 
Magic E Always at the end of a word.  Magic E 
 jumps over the consonant to make the 
 previous vowel long (say its name). 

 
Vowel team Two vowels together usually make one 
 sound. 

 
Consonant + le A consonant plus “le” that is always at 

the end of a word. 
  
Open A syllable ending in one vowel that is 

not closed by a consonant.  The vowel  
 is LONG and says its own name.  Check 

for Magic E or Consonant + le first.  A  
 vowel at the end of an accented syllable 
 is long. 

 
Closed A syllable where one vowel is closed by 
 a consonant is CLOSED.  The vowel  
 gives its SHORT sound.  Check for  

R controlled or Vowel team first.  
 
 
 

 

Copyright 2010 DuBard School for Language Disorders 
The University of Southern Mississippi    2-2-12  1 
 



 

 
hur 

 
tle 

 
fil 

 
ple 

 
gous 

 
blate 

 
quid 

 
sho 

 
ther 

 
zos 

 
dane 

 
wro 

 
dur 

 
wode 

 
troot 

 
ome 

 
dra 

 
blor 

 
ood 

 
zert 

 
quat 
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7 WAYS TO DIVIDE SYLLABLES 

 

Compound Compound Word:  divide between the two 

words (birth/day). 

 

Consonant + le Consonant + le:  count back three letters 

and divide (mar/ble). 

 

Prefix/Suffix Prefix/Suffix:  divide between the prefix 

and the root word and/or the suffix and the 

root word (un/tie, joy/ful, un/friend/ly). 

 

VCCCV VCCCV:  leave the consonant blends and 

digraphs together (ath/lete, pump/kin, 

hun/dred). 

 

VCCV VCCV:  divide between the two 

consonants (rab/bit, ban/dit).  Special 

cases—divide after the first vowel to keep 

the consonant blends or digraphs together 

(A/pril). 

 

VCV VCV:  60% of the time, divide after first 

vowel to get a long sound (pi/lot).  40% of 

the time, divide to get a short sound 

(cab/in).  Special cases—divide to get 

schwa sound in unaccented syllable 

(Ja/pan) 

 

VV VV:  divide between vowels that do not 

form digraphs or diphthongs (ru/in). 
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Directions:  Divide these words using the Compound pattern. 

                     1.  Divide the word according to the pattern. 
       2.  Determine and label the syllable types. 
                     3.  Read the word. 
 
1.  cowboy 

 

2.  boyscout 

 

3.  bookmark 

 

4.  fishhook 

 

5.  sunshine 

 

6.  driveway 

 

7.  outside 

 

8.  hilltop 

 

9.  schoolhouse 

 

 

Directions:  Divide these words using the Consonant + le pattern. 

                     1.  Divide the word according to the pattern. 
       2.  Determine and label the syllable types. 
                     3.  Read the word 
 

1.  middle 

 

2.  dribble 

 

3.  able 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  steeple 

 

5.  table 

 

6.  turtle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.  cradle 

 

8.  purple 

 

9.  candle
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Directions:  Divide these words using the Prefix/Suffix pattern. 
 
       1.  Underline the prefix or suffix in each word. 
                     2.  Divide the word according to the pattern. 
              3.  Determine and label the syllable types. 
                     4.  Read the word. 
 
1.  slowly 4.  unfriendly 7.  goodness   

2.  hopeful 5.  painting 8.  preschool 

3.  midway 6.  rerun 9.  dislike 

 

Directions:  Divide these words using the VCCCV pattern. 

                     1.  Mark the vowels and the consonants between  
     the vowels. 
                     2.  Divide the word according to the pattern. 
                     3.  Determine and label the syllable types. 
                     4.  Read the word. 
 

1.  mattress 4.  athlete 7.  hundred 

2.  merchant 5.  kindred 8.  central 

3.  lobsters 6.  ostrich 9.  panther 
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Directions:  Divide these words using the VCCV pattern. 
           
    1.  Mark the vowels and the consonants between the  
                vowels. 
           2.  Divide the word according to the pattern. 
           3.  Determine and label the syllable types. 
           4.  Read the word. 

   
1.  basket 4.  indeed 7.  rabbit 
   
2.  mascot 5.  summit 8.  admit 
   
3.  napkin 6.  fifteen 9.  temper 
 

VCV

 

Directions:  Divide these words using the  pattern. 

1.  Code the words with V and C. 
2.  Determine the V/CV or VC/V pattern. 
3.  Determine and label the syllable types. 
4.  Read the word. 
 
 

1.  silent 4.  focus 7.  linen 

2.  spiral 5.  vacate 8.  polo 

3.  travel 6.  blemish 9.  timid 
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Directions:  Divide these words using the VV pattern. 

 1.  Mark the vowels in the word. 
            2.  Divide the word according to the pattern. 
            3.  Determine and label the syllable types. 
            4.  Read the word. 

1.  lion                          4.  quiet                     7.  giant 

2.  poem                      5.  chaos                    8.  trial 

3.  science                   6.  create                   9.  liar 
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Divide the word.                                  
Identify the syllable division pattern: 

compound , consonant + le, prefix/suffix, VCCCV, 
VCCV, V/CV, VC/V, VV.   

Identify the types of syllables 
 

word Syllable division 
and types 

pattern 

1.   blemish   

2.  ruin   

3.  summit   

4.  athlete   

5.  nonsense   

6.  cowboy   

7.  dribble   

8.  focus   
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Syllable Division Practice 

The word is ________________________________________. 

It has ______ syllables because it has _______ vowel sounds. 

The first syllable is a(n) ________________________ because 

____________________________________________________. 

The second syllable is a(n) _____________________ because 

____________________________________________________. 

The third syllable is a(n) ________________________ because 

____________________________________________________. 

 

 

The word is ________________________________________. 

It has ______ syllables because it has _______ vowel sounds. 

The first syllable is a(n) ________________________ because 

____________________________________________________. 

The second syllable is a(n) _____________________ because 

____________________________________________________. 

The third syllable is a(n) ________________________ because 

____________________________________________________. 
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SUMMARY OF ACCENT PATTERNS 
 

Johnson, K., and Bayrd, P. (2003).  Megawords: Multisyllabic Words for Reading, 
 Spelling, and Vocabulary. Cambridge, MA:  Educators Publishing Service, Inc.   
 
Accented Syllable—An accented syllable is pronounced as if it were a one-syllable word 
with a clear vowel sound according to its syllabic type (ac’ tive, com plete’, ser’ vant). 
  
Unaccented Syllable—An unaccented syllable is pronounced with a schwa or short i vowel 
sound regardless of its syllabic type (rib’ bon, op’ po site, in de pen’ dent). 
  
Primary Accent—A strong stress on a syllable in a multisyllabic word. 
  
Secondary Accent—A weaker stress on a syllable in a multisyllabic word. 
  
General Guideline 

• In two- and three-syllable words, accent the first syllable. Then pronounce the first 
vowel as if it were a short, long, r-controlled, or vowel team sound in a one-syllable 
word.  If that doesn’t make a recognizable word, accent the second syllable and 
pronounce the second vowel according to its syllabic type. 

 
• In four-syllable words, accent the second syllable. 

 
Accent Patterns for Two-Syllable Words 
1.  Accent on the first syllable (___’ ___) 
     The accent is usually on the first syllable in two-syllable words. 
     examples:  dollar, sister, standard, student 
 
2.  Accent on the second syllable (___ ___’) 
     Two-syllable words that have a prefix in the first syllable and a root in the second syllable  
     are usually accented on the second syllable. 
     examples:  advance, confuse, extend, mistrust 
 
3.  Accent on either the first or second syllable (___’ ___ or ___ ___’) 
     If the word can function as both noun and verb, the noun is accented on the prefix, and  
     the verb is accented on the root. 
     examples: conduct, insult, permit, produce 
 
Accent Patterns for Three-Syllable Words 
1.  Accent on the first syllable (___’ ___ ___) 
     The accent is usually on the first syllable in three-syllable words.  The unaccented middle  
     syllable can be a schwa sound. 
     examples:  alphabet, democrat, regular, specimen 
 
2.  Accent on the second syllable (___ ___’ ___) 
     The accent is usually on the second syllable (the root) in words that contain a prefix, root,  
     and suffix. 
     examples:  confusion, inventor, presenting, reversal 



Copyright 2010 DuBard School for Language Disorders 
The University of Southern Mississippi    2-2-12  11 
 

 
Accent Patterns for Four-Syllable Words 
1.  The accent is usually on the second syllable in four-syllable words. 
     examples:  imperative, intelligence, prosperity, significant 
 
 
Special Accent Patterns for Words of Three or More Syllables 
1.   Accent with the ending –ic 
     Accent the syllable just before the ending. 
     examples:  characteristic, elastic, energetic, frantic  
 
2.   Accent with the ending –ate (this suffix may have a carry-on letter in front of it during  
      syllable division) 
      Three-syllable words: The first syllable has the primary accent, and –ate has secondary  
      accent. 
      examples:  complicate, graduate, vaccinate, violate 
 
      Four-syllable words: The second syllable has the primary accent, and –ate has  
      secondary accent. 
      examples:  accumulate, conglomerate, congratulate, precipitate 
 
3.  Accent with the endings –tion, -sion, -cian 
     Accent the syllable just before the ending. 
     examples:  administration, electrician, impression, protrusion  
**note:  i before -ti and -ci is always short 
 
 4.  Accent with the ending –ity (this suffix has two syllables and may have a carry-on   
      letter in front of it during syllable division) 
     Accent the syllable just before the ending. 
     examples:  affinity, activity, personality, quality 
 
5.  Words with i pronounced /y/ 
     Accent the syllable before the syllable with i as /y/. 
     examples:  civilian, gardenia, junior, million 
 
6.  Words with ti or ci as /sh/ or /ch/ 
     Accent the syllable just before the final syllable using ti or ci as /sh/. 
     examples:  circumstantial, financial, judicial, presidential 
**note:  i before -ti and -ci is always short 
 


