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The Northwoods Birding Festival is an opportunity for bird enthusiasts of all levels to celebrate 
birds while enjoying the camaraderie of fellow birders in the beautiful Northwoods of 
Wisconsin.  Learn from experts in the field of ornithology, improve your birding skills through 
field trips to local birding hotspots, and see birds up close through bird banding 
demonstrations!  
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Friday Evening Reception 
 
Welcome Reception 
Friday, May 8, 5:00pm – 6:00pm 
Come out before the presentation to meet fellow birders and swap some stories about the birds you’ve 
seen recently.  You will enjoy complementary appetizers which have been donated by members of the 
Discovery Center Bird Club and other volunteers as well as a cash bar.   

 
Presentation: Unraveling Mysteries of the Common 
Loon 
Friday, May 8, 6:00pm – 7:00pm 
Speaker: Kevin Kenow,  USGS Wildlife Biologist 
 
While common loon breeding populations in the Upper 
Midwest are generally stable, there is recent concern 
over the impacts that avian botulism on the Great Lakes 
and contaminant exposure on wintering areas may have 
on these populations.  Satellite telemetry and archival 
geolocator tags were used to determine the migration 
patterns and wintering locations of common loons that 
breed in Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan.  Usually, 
the radiomarked or geotagged adult birds traveled from 
breeding lakes, often via larger staging lakes, to the Great Lakes (primarily Lake Michigan), and then on 
to wintering areas in impoundments in the southern U.S., the southern Atlantic Coast, or the Gulf of 
Mexico.  The geolocator tags also provide a record of foraging patterns and depth of foraging 
throughout the year.  This past August, juvenile loons were radiomarked to provide information on 
movements during their first 2-3 years of life.  This work provides essential information on the migration 
patterns, staging areas, and wintering sites of common loons that is required by resource managers for 
development and implementation of regional common loon conservation strategies. Movement data 
from the radiomarked loons is served on a web site established to provide project information to 
partners and the public http://www.umesc.usgs.gov/terrestrial/migratory_birds/loons/migrations.html.   
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  

About the Speaker 
 Kevin Kenow is a Research Wildlife Biologist with the U.S. Geological Survey 

and has been stationed at the Upper Midwest Environmental Sciences Center in 

La Crosse, WI for the past 27 years.  His research has focused on issues related 

to conserving migratory birds and their habitats along the Upper Mississippi 

River and developing regional and national common loon conservation 

strategies.  Kevin has recently been using some unique technology to look at 

migration and foraging patterns of common loons breeding in the Upper 

Midwest, along with related issue of avian botulism in the Great Lakes.  

Photo Credit: Guy David 

http://www.umesc.usgs.gov/terrestrial/migratory_birds/loons/migrations.html
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Saturday Morning  
 
Sunrise Warbler Walks 
Saturday, May 9, 6:30am –  7:30am 
Leaders: TBA 
These short hikes are a great way to catch 
some early birds!  View and listen for bird 
activity around the Discovery Center 
grounds at the busy hours of the morning.  
Warbler Walks are offered for beginner, 
intermediate, and advanced birders.  Just 
indicate your preferred walk on your 
registration.   
Transportation: Onsite 
Physical Activity Level: Relaxed. A hike over 
gentle terrain of about 1-2 miles. 
 
 
 

Bird Banding Demonstrations 
Saturday, May 9, 6:30am –  12:00pm  
Bander:  Zach Wilson, Conservation Specialist for the Iron County Land 
and Water Conservation Department. 
A bird in the hand beats two in the bush!  Stop by when the nets are 
open as Zach Wilson 
demonstrates the 
techniques for live bird 
banding.  See birds up 
close and learn more about 
how banding can be used 
for research on bird 
survival, productivity, and 
distribution.  You may even 
have the opportunity to 
release one of the birds 
once it has been banded! 
 

 
  

Photo Credit: Guy David 

Photo Credit: Conserve School Student 

About the Bander 
 

Zach Wilson is the conservation specialist for the Iron County Land and Water Conservation Department 
and owner and operator of Northwoods Learning Adventures LLC.  He has been a licensed bird bander 
since 2001 and has worked for over 15 years banding and researching birds. From Northern Wisconsin to 
as far away as Nepal, Zach has been a part of many bird research projects including: research on snow 
geese in Churchill Manitoba, setting up a MAPS banding station, conducting numerous breeding bird 
surveys, capturing and banding northern owls, as well as coordinating a long term research project on the 
common loon. 

Photo Credit: Conserve School Student 
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Field Trips 
 

Powell Marsh Birding Photography 
Saturday, May 9, 8:00am - 11:30am 
Leader: Azael Meza  
Here’s a chance to hone your bird photography  
skills at the scenic Powell Marsh area, with  
Discovery Center Executive Director, and  
Professional Photographer, Azael Meza. You’ll 
visit the Vista area of the marsh where you will 
have a good chance of photographing a variety of 
shorebirds and other signature species such as 
Sandhill Cranes, Bobolinks, Northern Harriers, 
Bald Eagles, Wood Ducks, Pied-billed Grebes, 
Tree Swallows, Yellow-headed Blackbirds, 
Semipalmated Plovers, and Trumpeter swans.  
Equipment requirement:  Camera with telephoto or  
Zoom lens, Tripod  
Transportation: Carpool 
Physical Activity Level: Relaxed. A hike over flat terrain of about 1-2 miles. 
 

Birding by Canoe 
Saturday, May 9, 8:00am – 11:30am 
Leader: Heather Lumpkin 
Heather Lumpkin, Discovery Center Research and 
Monitoring Coordinator, will guide you on a fun 
paddle down the Manitowish River (or Gresham 
Creek dependent on water levels).  Flatwater 
dominates and waterfowl and songbirds use the 
river as stopover and nesting sites.  You’ll paddle 
slowly and stop frequently to observe all the 
wonderful birdlife and other wildlife.  Canoes, 
paddles and life jackets will be provided. If the 
weather is poor on that day, plan to join one of the 
other land field trips. 
Transportation: Provided 
Physical Activity Level: Moderate. Must be able to 
get into and out of, and paddle a canoe. About 1-2 
miles.   

Photo Credit: Guy David 

Photos by: Ryan Brady 

Photo Credit: Azael Meza  
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Powel Marsh LDF Reservation Hike 
Saturday, May 9, 8:00am – 11:30am 
Leader: Guy David 
Head out early to Powell Marsh with Bird Club 
member Guy David and explore one of the best spots 
for shorebirds and a variety of other species too!   
You’ll have time to explore some less traveled parts 
of Powel Marsh as you search for signature species 
include Sandhill Cranes, Bobolinks, Northern Harriers, 
Bald Eagles, Wood Ducks, Pied-billed Grebes, 
American Bittern, Yellow-headed Blackbirds, 
Semipalmated Plovers, and Trumpeter swans. 
Transportation: Carpool 
Physical Activity Level: Moderate. A hike over gentle 
terrain of about 2-4 miles. 
 

Presque Isle Ponds 
Saturday, May 9, 8:00am – 11:30am 
Leader: Colleen Matula 
Take a tour of a true Northwoods hidden 
treasure.  You’ll hike around “the ponds” of 
Presque Isle, a little known birding hotspot that 
provides opportunities to view both shoreline 
and woodland bird species.  You’re guide, Collen 
Matula, Forestry Specialist with the WDNR, will 
help you locate birds and other wildlife that 
frequent this location.   
Transportation: Carpool 
Physical Activity Level: Relaxed. A hike over flat 
terrain of about 1-2 miles. 
 

 
Little Turtle Flowage Auto Tour 
Saturday, May 9, 8:00am – 11:30am 
Leaders: Terry Daulton and Jeff Wilson 
Join your guides Terry Daulton and Jeff Wilson as 
they take you to several prime birding spots around 
the Little Turtle Flowage.  You will drive between 
birding locations, stopping periodically to get out of 
the car and view both shoreline and woodland bird 
species.  This is trip will involve limited hiking and is a 
good option for those who are looking for a very 
relaxed birding experience.   
Transportation: Provided 
Physical Activity Level: Relaxed. Mostly driving with 
occasional small walks on gentle terrain. 
 

Photo Credit: Guy David 

Photo Credit: Heather Lumpkin 

Photo Credit: Heather Lumpkin 
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Little Turtle Flowage Hike 
Saturday, May 9, 8:00am – 11:30am 
Leader: Amber Roth 
Join ornithologist Amber Roth on a hike 
around the Little Turtle Flowage.  This 
wetland area is a part of the Little 
Turtle Waterfowl Management Area, 
and its diverse habitat promotes a wide 
variety of migratory and resident bird 
species such as Black Terns, Osprey, 
Bald Eagles, Wood Ducks, and Hooded 
Mergansers.   
Transportation: Carpool 
Physical Activity Level: Moderate.  A 
hike over gentle terrain of about 2-3 
miles.   
 
 

 

Van Vliet Old Growth Hemlocks 
Saturday, May 9, 8:00am – 11:30am 
Leaders: Licia Johnson 
Discovery Center Naturalist Licia Johnson will take you 
on a guided exploration of this recently designated 
State Natural Area.  The beautiful old growth forest 
and other diverse habitats of this site offer great 
opportunities for viewing hermit thrush and several 
warbler species such as Black-and-white Warblers and 
Black-throated Green Warblers.  This trip will also 
focus on other wildlife and landscape features. 
Transportation: Carpool 
Physical Activity Level: Moderate to strenuous.  A hike 
over hilly terrain of about 2-3 miles. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
*Please note: Some field trips are by carpool.  We appreciate those able to assist with personal vehicles.   

Photo Credit: Heather Lumpkin 

Photo Credit: Katie Simonsen 
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Keynote 
 
Conserving Wisconsin’s Migratory Birds: From the Tropics to Your Backyard 
Saturday, May 9, 12:15pm – 1:00pm 
Speaker: Ryan Brady, WDNR and WBCI 
Starting with an overview of WBCI and the exciting bird conservation 

projects that have been taking place across the state and region, Ryan will 

highlight one of those projects, the Wisconsin Stopover Initiative.  He will 

then discuss the habitat needs of migratory birds. You will come away 

with a broader, big picture of bird conservation and specific things that 

everyone can do to help birds in their own backyards.   

 

 

 

 

 
Concurrent Sessions 
Make Your Garden a Home for Birds and Pollinators 

Session 1, Saturday, May 9, 1:15pm – 2:10pm  
Session 2, Saturday, May 9, 2:20pm – 3:15pm 
Speakers: Sherlene Schmidt, Discovery Center Volunteer 
Gardener and Quita Sheehan, Lake Conservation 
Specialist, Land and Water Conservation Department 
Learn tips and strategies to provide habitat for birds and 

pollinators in a lecture with Quita Sheehan.  Identify 

opportunities for adding structure, food, and shelter for 

birds and other critters in your yard.  Then visit the NLDC 

Native Plant Garden with Sherlene Schmidt to learn about 

the species planted, and what they contribute to wildlife 

habitat.  We will discuss plant selection and care, and 

share the species and garden design strategy. 

 

 

  

About the Speaker 
 

Quita Sheehan is a Conservation Specialist with the Vilas County Land and Water Conservation 
Department.  Since 2010 she has been providing technical assistance to the public on water 
quality protection methods including the design and installation of shoreland restoration 
projects.  Quita’s background is in plant ecology; trying to understand and appreciate how the 
natural world around us works.  Quita and her husband, Patrick Goggin, garden 4 acres in 
Phelps WI, with a dominant focus on native plant species. 
 

Sherlene Schmidt has been a gardener and volunteer at the Discovery Center for many years.  
She was instrumental in planning and executing the rain garden and new natives garden at the 
Discovery Center.   

About the Speaker 
 

Ryan Brady is a Research Scientist for the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, where he 
serves as Bird Monitoring Coordinator for the Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative. Based out of 
Ashland, Ryan oversees a variety of statewide bird survey and conservation projects focusing on owls, 
nightjars, secretive marsh birds, and many other species. He has been observing and studying birds 
across northern Wisconsin since 1995, serves on the Steering Committee of the Chequamegon Bay 
Birding & Nature Festival, and resides in Washburn with his wife and two sons. 

Photo Credit: Heather Lumpkin 
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We need your help for Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas II 
Session 1, Saturday, May 9, 1:15pm – 2:10pm 
Speaker: Nick Anich, WDNR Breeding Bird Atlas Coordinator 
2015 is the first year of Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas II – a 5-year, 

statewide effort to document breeding bird distribution and 

abundance in the state.  During the first Wisconsin Breeding Bird 

Atlas (1995–2000), over 1,600 field observers confirmed breeding 

for 226 species and produced large a database used to inform 

conservation and management of Wisconsin’s birds.  Now, we will 

replicate that effort and examine changes to Wisconsin’s birdlife 

over the last 20 years.  Helping is easy and fun! Data is collected 

via an online portal to www.eBird.org, which provides an easy and 

intuitive framework for submitting observations.  Come learn 

what you need to know to be an effective atlaser, and help Wisconsin’s birds by participating in what 

may be the state’s largest ever citizen-science project.  Visit http://wsobirds.org/atlas to sign up and 

learn more.  

 

 

 

 

Bird Conservation: The Good News and the Bad News 
and What You Can Do 
Session 1, Saturday, May 9, 1:15pm – 2:10pm 
Speaker: Sharon Reilly 
Recently we have recognized a couple of major milestones in 

bird conservation and extinction. The year 2013 was the 40th 

anniversary of the Endangered Species Act and 2014 was the 

centenary anniversary of the extinction of the passenger 

pigeon. In the last five decades we have witnessed major 

accomplishments in the protection of habitat and the 

restoration of many bird species which were once on the brink 

of extinction. Today there are many signs of improvement 

mixed with continuing signs of decline. Why are some birds 

increasing while others are not? And more importantly what can you do to help protect and restore 

Wisconsin's birds which are still in decline? Learn more about disease prevention, habitat protection and 

enhancement, and reducing man-made hazards.  

 

 

 

Photo Credit: Guy David 

Photo Credit: Guy David 

About the Speaker 
 

Sharon’s experience is broad and vast with over 30 years of experience as a wildlife conservation biologist 
working to conserve endangered species and to protect the habitats upon which they depend.  
Professional experience includes work in Hawaii as the Hawaii Wetlands Manager for Ducks Unlimited, 
Save Our Shearwaters Coordinator (Kauai, Hawaii). She also worked as a state Endangered Species 
Biologist.   

About the Speaker 
 

Nick Anich works as the Breeding Bird Atlas Coordinator for the Wisconsin DNR. His recent projects include 
work on Spruce Grouse, Kirtland’s Warblers, and Swainson’s Warblers. He lives in his hometown of Ashland 
with his wife Paula and 3 kids: Charlie, Veronica, and Sonja. 

http://wsobirds.org/atlas
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The Amazing World of Bird Sounds 
Session 2, Saturday, May 9, 2:20pm – 3:15pm 
Speaker: Heather Lumpkin, Reasearch and Monitoring 
Coordinator, North Lakeland Discovery Center 
What's that tweet?  Come explore the amazing world of bird 

sounds with this fun, interactive presentation.  Learn how a 

bird's unique anatomy makes an incredible range of sounds 

possible.  Discover bird song visualization techniques that will 

make it easier to recognize bird songs in the field.  Try out our 

new SongFinder, a digital bird song hearing aid that allows 

people with high frequency hearing loss to tune in to the 

beautiful songs of birds.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birds and Rehabilitation 
Session 2, Saturday, May 9, 2:20pm – 3:15pm 
Speaker: Northwoods Wildlife Center 
Human relationships with wildlife aren’t always positive.  Join staff from a 

local animal rehabilitation center, the Northwoods Wildlife Center, as they 

discuss how they handle these situations from a wildlife rehabilitator’s 

perspective.  Meet some of their rehabilitated education birds up close!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Credit: Heather Lumpkin 

About the Speaker 
 

Heather joined the North Lakeland Discovery Center staff in June 2013. She grew to love the  
Northwoods while earning a Masters in Natural Resources with an emphasis in Environmental  
Education through a UW graduate fellowship program at the Conserve School in Land O Lakes.   
She also has a Masters in Zoology from UW–Madison, where she studied the effects of climate  
and residential development on birds in the Southern Appalachian Mountains. Heather  
coordinates the research and monitoring program, a perfect way to combine field ecology research  
& environmental education/outreach. 

About the Organization 
 

The Northwoods Wildlife Center provides wildlife with rescue, rehabilitation and release services 
for the vast majority of Northern Wisconsin as well as field assessments in the western portion 
of Michigan's Upper Peninsula. As one of the most established wildlife rehabilitation centers in 
Northern Wisconsin, they help hundreds of animals make their way home to the untamed 
forests of The Northwoods. It is a costly task that they have proudly worked on since 1979. All of 
their funding comes from a generous public who believe in their mission: Working Towards a 
Better Future for Wildlife Through Rehabilitation, Education, and Research. 
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Build your own Birdfeeder and Make-and-Take Bird Treats 
Session 1, Saturday, May 9, 1:15pm – 2:10pm  
Session 2, Saturday, May 9, 2:20pm – 3:15pm 
Take home a handmade festival souvenir!  Construct a birdfeeder using 
pre-cut wood pieces and place on your window to improve bird habitat 
and attract more birds to your backyard.  
Create simple yummy treats for your backyard friends with easy 
recipes to hang from trees or outside windows.  Make some to take 
home and get other great recipes! Donations Appreciated.   

 

We Hope to Spot You 

There! 

 

 

Photo Credit: Guy David 

Photo Credit: Guy David 

Photo Credit: Azael Meza 

Photo Credit: Heather Lumpkin 

Photo Credit: Guy David 

        

 

 

Register at: 
North Lakeland Discovery Center 

www.discoverycenter.net 
(715) 543-2085 

http://www.discoverycenter.net/

